Support Affordable Housing Fund Programs Without Unnecessary Limits 
on Faith-Based and Non-Profit Organizations
Catholic Charities, USA is one of the nation’s largest private networks of social service agencies working to reduce poverty, support families, and build communities throughout the United States.  In all, more than 1,400 local Catholic Charities organizations with more than 300,000 staff members and volunteers provide basic needs services – food, clothing, housing, counseling, and other health and social services – to over 7 million people each year.  

Catholic Charities, USA supports the Affordable Housing Fund as part of the Federal Housing Finance Reform Act of 2005 (H.R. 1461).  Every American deserves a decent home, and CCUSA encourages federal affordable housing programs to assist our neediest families.  However, on behalf of our member agencies, CCUSA urges opposition to amendments that would limit or prevent our agencies from participating in the Affordable Housing Fund program.  
Limiting Affordable Housing Funds to Organizations whose “Primary Purpose” is Housing Would Eliminate Catholic Charities Agencies that Provide Housing Assistance Along With Other Basic Needs Services.
Catholic Charities agencies provide housing assistance to many of our nation’s poorest and most vulnerable populations, including homeless families.  In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, for example, our agencies found safe and reliable housing for hundreds of low-income families and individuals.  They also provided critical food, clothing, counseling, and other services.  Catholic Charities agencies have a proven record of providing basic needs services and should not be barred from affordable housing funds simply because their primary purpose extends beyond affordable housing to other critical services.
Barring Access to Affordable Housing Funds Based on Participation in Non-Partisan Election Activities Would Eliminate Catholic Charities Agencies That Provide Basic Voter Services as Part of Their Religious Mission.
Encouraging citizens to exercise their right to vote is an integral part of the Catholic Church’s religious and moral mission and reinforces individual responsibility for the common good.  Our agencies fulfill this mission by engaging in a variety of non-partisan election activities including, for example, helping to identify and register new voters and transporting disabled and elderly citizens to the polls.  Catholic Charities agencies should not be forced to choose between affordable housing funds and fulfillment of their religious mission.  They also should not be barred from funding because of an affiliation with others, including dioceses, parishes, and religious orders who engage in vital voter services.   To require this, would fly in the face of all that has been achieved by the President’s faith-based initiative.   
Existing limits on the types of activities that are eligible for funding prevent abuse of the affordable housing funds, and we urge you to reject unnecessary restrictions on faith-based and non-profit organizations.
