Prepared, Not Delivered
Opening Statement

Chairman Michael G. Oxley

Committee on Financial Services

Subcommittee on Housing and Community Opportunity
H.R. 3995, the Housing Affordability for America Act of 2002

Wednesday, April 10, 2002

Thank You Madame Chairwoman.

Today marks the first of three hearings this Committee will hold on H.R. 3995—the
“Housing Affordability for America Act of 2002.”

I am reminded of many of our experiences where once we graduated from college, we
either moved back to our hometown, or explored new communities. In either case,
there was always the understanding that with our new jobs, we would find our first
apartment and begin the life of adulthood. Today’s young families, whether working
or professional, do not have those same housing expectations.

It is these types of housing expectations or disappointments that we learned about
in last year’s series of housing affordability hearings. In some pockets of our
country, a housing problem persists where working families are unable to afford
rent. In other cases, there are simply not enough available units.

In Monday’s Washington Post there was an article entitled “In Maryland, Families
Go from Welfare to Work without a Place to Live.” I was moved by the story of
Crystal Green who is disabled and working hard to support herself and her two
children at Sarah’s House near Fort Meade. What was most striking was the
program director’s closing statement that Ms. Green and others are “worried about
getting housing at all and worried about the troubled public housing they are likely
to get. They are worried about making their lives work outside...”

If we are to continue our mission of strengthening and building safe communities,
home ownership, along with better schools and public safety, is the primary
ingredient. H.R. 3995 is great foundation for rebuilding some of our communities.

I want to commend Chairwoman Roukema and Vice-Chairman Green on introducing
comprehensive legislation that addresses these issues.
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Today’s hearing will focus on the proposal to amend HOME to include a housing
production program that would add units either by new construction or significant
rehabilitation. In either case, the proposal targets very-low and extremely-low
income families who are oftentimes the citizens whose annual incomes are too low to
benefit by existing programs such as the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program,
or HOME as it currently exists. This is a first step in providing a public-private
partnership to achieve mixed-income housing and local government involvement.

I also applaud the Subcommittee for hearing testimony from my colleague Mr.
Bernard Sanders who has introduced H.R. 2349, proposing to establish a National
Housing Trust Fund. As I understand, both proposals attempt to address questions
of affordability, particularly at very low levels of income.

Housing is the number one consumer issue. Our economists suggest that the
housing market last year cushioned the recession and provided for a quick rebound.
As the country continues its recovery, the housing market can provide a key
impetus. This legislation will aid that effort.

I want to thank Chairwoman Roukema, Vice Chairman Green and Ranking Member
Frank for their great working relationship and the ability to tackle bipartisan issues
related to housing. I look forward to working with the Subcommittee to improve
H.R. 3995 and move the bill as quickly as possible.

Finally, I want to welcome Mr. Bill Faith of Columbus, Ohio who is here to testify on
behalf of the National Low Income Housing Coalition. I'm sure I speak for all the
Committee Members but in particular Messrs. Tiberi, Ney, Gillmor, LaTourette and
Mrs. Tubbs-Jones, all of the Ohio delegation that sit on the full panel of the
Financial Services Committee, to say we are proud of your accomplishments and
look forward to working with you on H.R. 3995.
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